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Dolphin Song – Lauren St. John (Fiction)
Martine is just getting used to her new life on the game reserve 
with her grandmother and the white giraffe, Jemmy, when she 
must go away. Her class is going on a trip-an ocean voyage to 
watch the sardine run, a spectacular natural phenomenon off the 
coast of South Africa. But the exciting adventure takes a dramatic 
turn when Martine and several of her classmates are thrown 
overboard into shark-infested waters! They are saved by a pod of 
dolphins and end up marooned on a deserted island. Now the 
castaways must learn to work together, not only to survive but to 
help the dolphins who are now in peril..

Titanic: Voices from the Disaster by Deborah 
Hopkinson (Non-Fiction)
Critically acclaimed nonfiction author Deborah Hopkins pieces 
together the story of the TITANIC and that fateful April night, 
drawing on the voices of survivors and archival photographs.   This 
book by critically acclaimed author Deborah Hopkinson weaves 
together the voices and stories of real TITANIC survivors and 
witnesses to the disaster. Packed with heart-stopping action, 
devastating drama, fascinating historical details, and quotes from 
primary sources, this gripping story, which follows the TITANIC and 
its passengers from the ship's celebrated launch at Belfast to her 
cataclysmic icy end, is sure to thrill and move readers.

Grade 7
Tears of the Tiger by Sharon Draper (Fiction)
After a car accident kills Robert, Andy's best friend and teammate on 
the Hazelwood High Tigers, Andy doesn't know if he can go on. He's 
consumed with guilt for driving the night of the accident after a long 
evening of drinking and partying. With perceptiveness and 
compassion, Draper portrays an African-American teenager who feels 
driven to consider suicide in the wake of a devastating tragedy.   The 
death of high school basketball star Rob Washington in an automobile 
accident affects the lives of his close friend Andy, who was driving the 
car, and many others in the school. 

Through My Eyes by Ruby Bridges (Non-Fiction)
Ruby Bridges recounts the pivotal story of her involvement, as a six-
year-old, in the 1960 integration of her school in New Orleans.  Ruby 
Bridges recounts the story of her involvement, as a six-year-old, in the 
integration of her school in New Orleans in 1960. 

Grade 8
The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton  (fiction)
No one ever said life was easy. But Ponyboy is pretty sure 
that he's got things figured out. He knows that he can count 
on his brothers, Darry and Sodapop. And he knows that he 
can count on his friends—true friends who would do 
anything for him, like Johnny and Two-Bit. And when it 
comes to the Socs—a vicious gang of rich kids who enjoy 
beating up on "greasers" like him and his friends—he 
knows that he can count on them for trouble. But one night 
someone takes things too far, and Ponyboy's world is 
turned upside down

The Pact by Davis, Jenkins and Hunt (non-fiction)
Chosen by Essence to be among the forty most influential African 
Americans, the three doctors grew up in the streets of Newark, facing city 
life’s temptations, pitfalls, even jail. But one day these three young men 
made a pact. They promised each other they would all become doctors, and 
stick it out together through the long, difficult journey to attaining that 
dream. Sampson Davis, George Jenkins, and Rameck Hunt are not only 
friends to this day—they are all doctors.   This is a story about the power of 
friendship,  of joining forces and beating the odds. A story about changing 
your life, and the lives of those you love most. ..together.

All students are required to complete a 10-15 page slide show on their summer readings. Turn Page Over 

Note: Some book titles are available as eBooks on Renaissance Program 
or through the McKinley School Library



Students in grades 6-8 will create a 10-15 page slide show that demonstrate knowledge and analysis of each text.  Each slide show should contain the following:
For the non-fiction text:  
Students will create an ethical dilemma question pertaining to one of the conflicts in the text.  Dilemma should be written in question format.  An example of 
an ethical dilemma is:“As a famous athlete, you are offered a $500,000 endorsement to promote a product that you dislike and would NEVER use. Do you
endorse it?”
 Students will pull a meaningful quote from the text and create a slide that demonstrates understanding or personal connection to the quote.
 Students are to find a video connection using YouTube for the text.  The video can connect to the theme of the text, the characters, the conflict, etc.  Video 
should be linked within the slideshow.
Students should create two slides that address any nonfiction literary elements.  (See below for ideas.)

For the fiction text:
One slide should focus on the literary element of character.  Describe a character or characters, insert pictures, compare or contrast two characters.
Students should create a plot diagram that demonstrates knowledge of the conflict, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution of the novel.  
One slide should address the setting of the novel.
Students can pick two literary elements of their choice and create a slide for each.

LITERARY ELEMENTS
Below is a list of Literary Elements, or the parts of a story. When you examine and analyze your literary work for class presentation, ask the following questions. 
They will help you find the literary elements of your story. 

Theme
The story's ideas? Author's attitude towards those ideas? Author's "statement" about those ideas? The story's message or main point? Your attitude? 
Conflict
What people/forces/ideas/interests/values/institutions oppose each other? What decisions must the characters make? Between what two things is he/she deciding? What do these things represent? 
Characterization
What kinds of person/people are the character(s)? Their beliefs/hopes/dreams/ideals/values/morals/fears/
strengths/weaknesses/vices/virtues/talents? How do they conduct themselves? What do they say and do to reveal themselves? What do others say and do about the? What are your opinions or feelings 
about them? 
Classifications of types of characters include: protagonist, antagonist, foil, stereotype, flat, round, static, dynamic. 
Symbolism
What concrete, specific objects have been used to represent abstract ideas? What colors, names, settings, recurring objects have been referred to? What ideas do these represent? 
Setting
Setting refers to TIME and PLACE: Time: of day, year, era/age? Place: city, country?  Outside, inside? Rich and opulent or poor and simple? Stark and barren landscape? Rainy or sunny? Beautiful or 
adversarial? Dark or light? Dangerous or safe? The weather? how does all this affect meaning? What feelings(atmosphere) are evoked just by the setting? 
Style
The way the writer chooses to arrange his sentence structure (syntax) as well as the words (diction) he chooses. What is the overall effect of the way he writes? Simple, involved, poetic, colloquial, 
humorous, pedantic, child-like?
How does it contribute to the author’s message and the overall effect the author wishes to create? 
Tone
The author’s attitude towards what (s)he is writing that translates into your attitude: or - what is the feeling of the whole work and the writing/artist's craft? Joyful? Melancholy? Fatalistic? Angry? 
Peaceful? Scary? Mysterious? 
Figurative Language
What kinds of comparisons are made that add layers to the meaning of the poem or story? 
•A metaphor is a direct comparison: my love is a rose, or he was a snake. 
•A simile is indirect, mediated by "like" or "as": my love is like a rose, or he was as mean as a snake. 
•Allusion is a reference to another literary or artistic work or cultural icon/event. 

Due Date: 
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